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• Integration - “We are committed to achieving sustainable 

development in its three dimensions… in a balanced and 

integrated manner.” (Preamble). 

• Long-term vision – “We will implement the Agenda for the full 

benefit of all, for today’s generation and for future generations.” 

(Para. 18) 

• Transboundary impacts and interconnectivity- “All of us 

will work to implement the Agenda within our own countries and at 

the regional and global levels… We acknowledge also the 

importance of … interconnectivity in sustainable development.” 

(Para. 21) 

• Vertical coherence - “Governments… will work closely on 

implementation with regional and local authorities, sub-regional 

institutions, international institutions…” (Para. 45).

Rationale: Updating the 2010 Recommendation in 

light of the 2030 Agenda

• Stakeholder engagement - “All countries and all 

stakeholders… will implement this plan” (Preamble).

SDG implementation principles



From principles and concepts towards guidance and 

good institutional practices

SG/PCD(2018)1

SG/PCD(2018)2

Discussed by:
• the DAC on 25 October 2018,
• the Public Governance 

Committee on 13 November 
2018, and 

• Focal Points on 14 November 
2018. 

Discussed by the DAC on 21 
January 2019



Main elements of the draft Recommendation
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PCSD Building Blocks

Drawing from lessons learned

They refer to structures, systems 

processes and working methods 

that can facilitate improvements in 

policy coherence in countries with 

different administrative and political 

traditions.



PCSD Building Blocks
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• The most commonly cited 
expressions of commitment include 

Explicit commitment to PCSD, clearly and 

publicly expressed at the highest level, is a 

precondition for enhancing policy coherence.

Political commitment

Commitment to PCSD is translated into practice 
through various forms including: legislation, national 
strategy, inter-ministerial mechanism or reporting 
system for policy coherence. 



PCSD Building Blocks
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• The most commonly cited 
expressions of commitment include 

It entails new mandates by which policies and 

institutions work under a new logic of cross-

sectoral collaboration, aligning their own 

sectoral objectives with broader SDGs. 

.

Policy Integration

• In several countries budgetary processes are 
used to align sectoral processes to align sectoral 
programmes and policies to the SDGs.

• The SDG national strategy  often serves as a 
common framework to integrate SDGs into 
sectoral programmes. 



PCSD Building Blocks
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• The most commonly cited 
expressions of commitment include 

It entails planning for the future to make 

informed choices, and to support present 

needs and those of future generations in a 

balanced manner.

Long-term perspective

• National Strategic Visions provide a framework 
for long-term orientations.

• A strong legal framework for sustainable 
development is instrumental to ensure 
commitment beyond government 
administrations.



PCSD Building Blocks
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• The most commonly cited 
expressions of commitment include 

It entails considering how our policy choices 

could impact on well-being and sustainable 

development prospects elsewhere, in 

particular on developing countries

Policy effects

• Some countries are exploring options for 
establishing “sustainability” or “SDG” check to 
assess whether new policy proposals are in line 
with the SDGs



PCSD Building Blocks
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• The most commonly cited 
expressions of commitment include 

It requires mechanisms at appropriate level to 

allow ministries, public sector agencies and 

stakeholders to share information, define 

priorities and anticipate conflicts and trade-offs

Policy and institutional coordination

• In many countries the Office of the President or 
Prime Minister leads SDG implementation either 
on its own or supported by line ministries. 

• In other countries, co-ordination responsibility is 
assigned to line ministries with cross-cutting 
influence.

• Most coordination mechanisms aim for 
information sharing.



PCSD Building Blocks
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• The most commonly cited 
expressions of commitment include 

It entails aligning priorities and ensuring 

coordinated actions across all levels of 

government

Regional and Local Involvement

• Most policies and investments are a shared 
responsibility across levels of government.

• It is estimated that 65% of the 169 SDG targets 
will not be achieved without proper engagement 
and coordination with regional and local 
governments.
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• The most commonly cited 
expressions of commitment include 

It is essential to make sure that priorities for 

promoting policy coherence are understood and 

supported by stakeholders

Stakeholder Engagement

• A particular barrier to policy coherence stems 
from stakeholders’ differing perceptions of the 
challenges and priorities for sustainable 
development.
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• The most commonly cited 
expressions of commitment include 

It entails enhancing the sustainable 

development impact of existing resources by 

using them more effectively and making the 

most of their interactions

Alignment of financial resources
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• The most commonly cited 
expressions of commitment include 

Informed decision-making is an essential element 

of enhancing policy coherence. It requires 

mechanisms to monitor progress, report to 

governing bodies and the public, and provide 

feedback so that actions and sectoral policies can 

be adjusted in light of potential negative effects

Monitoring and Reporting

• Most countries are aligning monitoring and 
reporting systems with the 2030 Agenda and 
the SDGs.

• Some countries are adding international or 
transboundary dimensions which can help track 
progress on PCSD.



• Written comments by end of February.

• Consultation with all relevant Committees.

• External consultation with relevant UN agencies and 
other international organisations with expertise on 
policy coherence.

• External public online consultation.

Next steps


